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SUBJECT: AUGUST 15 MEETING OF PLO CENTRAL COUNCIL: SHARP DEBATE 
OVER EGYPTIAN POLICY FORESEEN 

REF: BEIRUT 10265 

1. THERE IS SPECULATION HERE THAT THE MEETING OF THE PLO 
CENTRAL COUNCIL SCHEDULED FOR AUG 15 IN DAMASCUS MAY TURN 
INTO A BITTER DEBATE BETWEEN FATAH HARD-LINERS WHO SUSPECT 
AN EGYPTIAN "SELL-OUT" IN SINAI AND MORE MODERATE PLO 
LEADERS WHO MAY SHARE MISGIVINGS BUT WISH TO KEEP STRATEGIC 
LINES OPEN TO CAIRO. THIS WAS A CENTRAL THEME OF A FRONT-PAGE 
ARTICLE IN THE AUG 14 ENGLISH-LANGUAGE "DAILY STAR" AND WAS 
ECHOED IN SEVERAL LEFTIST ARABIC-LANGUAGE NEWSPAPERS SAME 
DAY DENOUNCING THE PROJECTED SINAI AGREEMENT. THE 
OSTENSIBLE REASON FOR THE CENTRAL COUNCIL'S MEETING, I.E., 

SETTING A DATE FOR AND POSSIBLE EXPANDING THE PALESTINE 
NATIONAL COUNCIL (REFTEL), MAY BECOME SUBMERGED IN THIS 
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OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL WILL IN FACT BE DISCUSSED AND FIXED 
FOR LATE THIS YEAR. 

2. A MODERATE LEBANESE JOURNALIST WITH GOOD PALESTINIAN 
CONTACTS TOLD EMBOFFS AUG 14 THAT. IN HIS VIEW. PLO AS A 
WHOLE IS BECOMING INCREASINGLY RADICAL AND ANTI-EGYPT IN 
FACE OF SADAT'S MODERATE STAND ON ISRAELI EXPULSION ISSUE, 
WHICH DEAR TO PLO. AND EMERGIN SINAI SETTLEMENT THAT 
CONTAINS NOTHING VISIBLE FOR PALESTINIANS. HE BELIEVED, 
HOWEVER, THAT THIS TREND WITHIN PLO WILL BE SLOW IN MATUR- 
ING. AT PRESENT, HE ADDED, SYRIA HOLDS THE KEY TO PLO 
ATTITUDE, BECAUSE OF FEDAYEEN LOGISTICAL RELIANCE ON SYRIA 
AND FIRM SAIQA CONNECTION TO DAMASCUS. SYRIA HAS NOT YET 
REACTED STRONGLY AGAINST SADAT’S TACTICS, EITHER BECAUSE 
OF ASSURANCES HE HAS GIVEN THEM OR BECAUSE OF THEIR OWN 
WAIT-AND-SEE POLICY RE SINAI'S RELATION TO GOLAN. 

GODLEY 
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